WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 2020 


BREAKING NEWS AT CHICAGOTRIBUNE.CG 


Pritzker: Fate of 61-year-old 
S. Side woman ‘dreaded’ news 


By ELYSSA CHERNEY, 
DAN PETRELLA, 
MADELINE BUCKLEY, 
ROBERT MCCOPPIN 
AND MORGAN GREENE 


A Chicago woman in her 
60s was the first Illinois 
resident to die from the new 
coronavirus, and the state’s 
largest outbreak at a single 
location has taken hold at a 


west suburban long-term 
care facility where 22 peo- 
ple are now infected, state 
officials said Tuesday. 
Patricia Frieson, 61, of the 
Gresham neighborhood on 
the South Side, was diag- 
nosed with COVID-19 and 
died Monday night at the 
University of Chicago Med- 
ical Center, according to the 
Cook County medical ex- 
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State records first virus death 
as problems mar primary vote 


Cluster tied to Willowbrook 
nursing home draws scrutiny 


aminer’s office and one of 
her siblings. 

At his daily news briefing, 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker said he 
was “deeply saddened to 
share news that I’ve 
dreaded since the earliest 
days of this outbreak.” 

“I want to extend my 
deepest condolences to her 
family members,’ Pritzker 
said. “I want them to know 


that the entire state mourns 
with them” 

Frieson, a retired nurse, 
began experiencing diffi- 
culty breathing last week 
and went to the emergency 
room, said her younger 
brother Richard Frieson, 
who lives in Minneapolis. 

Frieson, who had a his- 
tory of health problems 
including respiratory issues 


Polls open with many places 
closed under shadow of outbreak 


and pneumonia, wasn’t too 
concerned when she first 
checked into the hospital, 
her brother said. But her 
family became nervous as 
they learned more about the 
coronavirus and her condi- 
tion deteriorated. 

The family doesn’t know 
how she came into contact 
with COVID-19, Frieson’s 
brother said. 


“She doesn’t have high 
mobility, so however she got 
it, it was brought to her,” 
said Richard Frieson. “The 
only thing she gets out for is 
funerals. She got out for a 
funeral a couple weeks ago. 
She doesn’t really get out of 
the house much other than 
to go to church.” 
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Voter Vickie Jones, 61, left, and Latisha Hollis, 42, center, sign in to vote at a polling place at the Thurgood Marshall branch of the Chicago Public Library on the South Side on Tuesday. 


Pandemic casts pall over elections 


ELECTION 2020 COVERAGE 


Biden winner in state’s 
Democratic primary 


Former Vice President Joe Biden rolled to a convincing 
victory in the Illinois Democratic presidential primary on 
Tuesday. He also cruised to victory in Florida, which wid- 
ens his lead in the nominating contest, putting more pres- 
sure on Bernie Sanders to bow out of the race. Page 8 
COOK COUNTY STATE’S ATTORNEY: Kim Foxx will get 
a shot at a second term despite the Jussie Smollett contro- 
versy and well-funded opponent Bill Conway. Page 9 
CONGRESSIONAL PRIMARY: Challenger Marie New- 
man defeated U.S. Rep. Dan Lipinski on Tuesday night in a 
rematch of their nationally watched primary. Page 10 
JUDICIAL CANDIDATE: Jill Rose Quinn declared victory 
Tuesday night in her bid to become the state’s first trans- 


But Cook County 
and Chicago avoid 
record-low turnout 


By ELYSSA CHERNEY, 
JAVONTE ANDERSON 
AND HAL DARDICK 


Chicago and suburban 
Cook County were headed 
to relatively low election 
turnouts Tuesday as a city 
elections spokesman and 
aides to Gov. J.B. Pritzker 
publicly voiced their differ- 
ences over whether the 
primary should have pro- 
ceeded amid the global co- 
ronavirus pandemic. 

Although the city was 
expected to exceed the 
record-low presidential pri- 
mary turnout of 24.5% in 


2012 — and the county was 
on track to top its record 
low of 23.1% in 2000 — the 
percentage of voters going 
to the polls paled in com- 
parison with 2016. That 
year, 53.5% turned out in the 
city and 48.6% in the Cook 
suburbs. 

As of 7 p.m., with five 
Chicago polling places stay- 
ing open an extra hour, 
Chicago election officials 
were reporting that 282,333 
voters had gone to the polls 
during the day. Combined 
with a record high 171,709 
early voters, that meant 
turnout was hovering 
around 30%, before adding 
in mail-in ballots and provi- 
sional ballots cast Tuesday. 
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Unofficial totals show Marie Newman defeated U.S. Rep. 
Dan Lipinski in the 3rd Congressional District primary. 


gender judge. Page 13 


STATE LEGISLATIVE RACES: Early totals show Pritzker- 
backed challenger leading Lightfoot-endorsed state repre- 
sentative in lakefront state House district. Page 14 
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President Trump looks on 
as Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin speaks 
Tuesday during a briefing. 


President moves to blunt economic impact of virus 


Trump proposes 
$850B stimulus for 
affected industries 


By JONATHAN LEMIRE 
AND KEVIN FREKING 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON = 
Ahead of an expected surge 
in coronavirus cases, Presi- 
dent Donald Trump on 
Tuesday moved to blunt the 


impact of the pandemic on 
the U.S. economy, funda- 
mentally altered by a push 
for a nation to stay home. 
As the global markets 
fluctuated amid fears of a 
recession, the president 
conferred with tourism 
executives as well as restau- 
rant leaders, retailers and 
suppliers. His administra- 
tion is expected to propose a 
roughly $850 billion emer- 
gency economic stimulus to 


address the free-fall while 
considering checks to 
American workers trying to 
make their way in an econo- 
my deeply unsettled by the 
outbreak. 

The death toll in the U.S. 
from the new coronavirus 
passed the 100 mark on 
Tuesday after Washington 
state reported six new fa- 
talities, bringing the coun- 
try’s total to 103. 

U.S. businesses large and 


small are reeling from shut- 
downs, cancellations and 
public fear about the virus 
as the number of cases rises 
nationwide. Stocks moved 
higher on Wall Street on 
Tuesday, a day after plung- 
ing to their worst loss in 
more than three decades. 
And the president again 
urged Americans to follow 
sweeping guidelines that 
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0 Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 


$2.50 city and suburbs, $3.00 elsewhere 
172nd year No. 78 © Chicago Tribune 


49485 00001 


